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Aeqx3re2t inc Teases in the nuinber Of all big- 

gi3e a:,:izals ex!cent mX3Vz.tai3 .goat, moose and czribou, aye recorc’ed in tile 

to ‘!&02n-i, nos~si! of pm a2k;als, -tile esti;zxates are based on j-ear-long obsfrva- 

familiar with tI-,e ground, alld are COilSii.~lX~ tke y:ostr accurate rccerd avail-. 

74,200 to 7b,2!3@, witil iVyomFil& 1endi.n~ in ;iu&er. ;3la& or brown bear totaled 

Alas-7~ .orojm bear) numjereci 3,400. The estimated nzzm*oer of mou.ntaia goats 



as coqgared with 7,950 a year earlier. The number of beaver was placed at 

11’7,600. 

Accurate information regarding the number of ;;me animals is essential 

in the develapnent of game manwement plans for the I\Ta.tional Forests, accord- 

in: to t’fle Forest Service. .OtlLer major problems in game administratTon in- 

c lude inoreasiix the supply of game where it has become deplet.ed, determining 

the game-carrying capacity of each National Forest, and determining net?.ods 

Of kOlding tile number of game animals j.n balance with carrying capacities. 

011 areas where valuable species have been exterminated, “planting” is 

one method of increasing game population. Attempts to use western 6eer for 

restocking L3bstern foresi.s have not been very successful.. Plans are beiilg 

developed, however, for trapping animals on the Pisgah National Forest in 

>lOrth Carolilia, lk.ch is becoming oversto&ed, for planting elsewhere. Last 

year, mountain sheep donated by the Dominion Government of Canada were placed 

on the ~~edic~.ne Bow National Forest in Colorado and the Wichita Xational 

Forest in Oklailoma. Several Iamos have already been born, and prospects seem 

good for the establishment of these Itplants. ‘1 

On a few Eational E’rests, notably the Kaibab in Arizona, the 6.eer 

have increased to the point of overpopulation, with resulting starvation dne 

to scarcity of feed. Plans have been made for cooperation with the State 

officials of Arizona to r emove the excess number of deer. 

The National Forests contain more than 100 State game refuges and 16 

Pederal ref-q;es, covering all told more than 20,000,OOO acres. ZlseI7here 

the forests are open to hunting within the limitations prescribed by State 

gaiie laws. 

554- 30 


